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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1. Claims 3-6, 12-13, 15-18, 24-27 are cancelled. New Claims 
have been added. Claims 28-32-33-35 and 36-37 have been 
added. Claims 1,-9 and 20 have been amended. 

Response to Amendment 

2. In regard to claim 1, Applicant argues that Bianco 
(6,256,737) fails to teach, "scanning a two dimensional bar 
code that has been associated with the package" and 
"decoding the two-dimensional bar code to obtain the 
biometric information". The Examiner would like to note 
that an additional reference is being introduced to further 
explain the similarities between the two inventions. Dennis 
Priddy (WO 96/03286) discloses a method and system and 
articles for creating and authenticating self-verifying 
articles. Priddy. further explains in great detail, taking a 
sample of biometric information to be used is obtained from 
the person (user), page 2, lines 31-35. Priddy further 
discloses the when a persons (user) identity is needed to 
be verified, the. user must present the memory device at a 
decodation site, located on page 3, lines 1-8. Priddy 
mentions on page 2, lines 9-12, that a sample of biometric 
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information is then obtained by the user placing a 
particular physical feature upon the input scanning device. 

3. In regard to claims 7-8 and 21-22, Claims 7-8 depend from 
independent claim 1. Claims 21-22 depend from independent 
claim 20. For the reasons mentions previously and thereto- 
come, the rejections remain due to the additional 
referenced (Priddy) introduced.. 

4. In regard to claims 9-19, Applicant argues that Bianco 
fails to teach or suggest all of the elements recited in 
the rejected claims. The Examiner note that an additional 
referenced has been introduced. 

5. New claims have been added. Claims 28-32, 33-35 and 36-37 
have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
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subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 7, 8-11, 14, , 19-23, and 28-37 are rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dennis 

Priddy (WO 96/03286) hereinafter referenced as Priddy in 

view of US Patent Number 5,869,819, Knowles et al. 

As Per Claim 1 : 

Priddy discloses a method of sending a package, comprising 
previously provided biometric information of an intended 
receiver, [{page 3, lines 9-12}, the read code and the just 
sampled biometric information is compared by a machine to 
determine authenticity] , and 

receiving current biometric information from the receiver 
and comparing the current biometric information to the 
previously provided biometric information; [{page 3, lines 9- 
12}, the read code and the just sampled biometric information is 
compared by a machine to determine authenticity] , and 

providing the package to the receiver if the receiver's 
current biometric information is equivalent to the receiver's 
previously provided biometric information , [{page 3, lines 9- 
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12}, the read code and the just sampled biometric information 
are compared by a machine to determine the authenticity, display 
that authenticity has to be determined in order for the package 
to be received by the receiver]; but' Priddy does not explicitly 
mention scanning a two-dimensional bar code that is associated 
with the package / wherein the two dimensional bar code is 
encoded with previously provided biometric information of an 
intended receiver , or decoding the two-dimensional bar code to 
obtain the receiver's previously provided biometric information 
j_ and, 

However Knowles teaches scanning a two-dimensional bar 
code, [{Figure 8}, 2D URL encoded barcode PDF417] that is 
associated with the package, wherein the two dimensional bar 
code is encoded with previously provided biometric information 
of an intended receiver, [{Figure 8}, 2D URL encoded barcode 
PDF417], and decoding the two-dimensional bar code to obtain the 
receiver's previously provided biometric information, [{col. 5, 
lines 48-50], Internet Scanning Terminal used for decoding URL 
code] . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to include a two-dimensional bar-code which includes biometric 
data with motivation to improve handling packages by 
incorporating bar-code technology. 
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As Per Claim 2 : 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the use receiver's 
previously provided biometric information and the receiver's 
current biometric information include data related to at least 
the receiver's fingerprint the receiver's handprint, the 
reciver's voice print, the receiver's facial features, and the 
receiver' s signature , [{page 4, lines 1-21}, subset of the 
biometric data set, graphic image of a personal characteristics 
considered unique to a particular individual for a finger print, 
photo, signature] 

As Per Claim 7 : 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the receiving current 
biometric information is accomplished by: 

affixing the receiver's signature to a signature bar code; 
[{page 4, lines 1-21}, labels affixed to a package surfaces 
including signature etc] . 

and scanning the signature bar code, [{page 2, lines 34- 
36}, scanning input device]. 
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As Per Claim 8 and 19: 

Priddy discloses on [{page 3, lines 1-5}, that information is 
then encoded to form a code which is stored to a portable memory 
device, but does not explicitly disclose the two-dimensional bar 
code utilizes the PDF 417 symbology. 

However Knowles teaches a method wherein the two-dimensional bar 
code utilizes the PDF 417 symbology, [{figure 8}, 2D URL encoded 
bar code sysmbol PDF 417], Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a two-dimensional bar-code for 
encompassing biometric data, with motivation to improve mail 
handling through bar code technology. 

As Per Claim 9: 

Priddy discloses an apparatus for delivering goods, comprising: 

a notifier for notifying a user' electronically that a 
package has arrived at a predetermined location {page 3, lines 
31-36}, verify the authenticity of the article at a remote 
access sites by communication to central location] ; 

a collector for collecting the user's current biometric 
information, [{page 2, lines 30-36}, a sample of biometric 
information] ; 
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a comparator for comparing the user's current biometric 
information and the user's previously provided biometric 
information the package being provided to the user when the 
user / s current biometric information matches the previously 
provided biometric information . ;[ {page 3, lines 11-12}, the read 
code and the just sampled biometric information are compared to 
determine authenticity], but does not explicity disclose: 

a scanner for scanning a two-dimensional bar code that is 
associated with the package, the two dimensional bar code 
encoding previously provided biometric information relating to 
the user's identification, 

a decoder for decoding the user's previously provided 
biometric information from the two-dimensional bar code. 

However Knowles discloses a scanner for scanning a two- 
dimensional bar code, [{col. 5, lines 48-50}, Internet Scanning 
Terminal used for decoding URL barcode] that is associated with 
the package, the two dimensional bar code encoding previously 
provided biometric information relating to the user's 
identification, 

a decoder for decoding the user's previously provided biometric 
information from the two-dimensional bar code, [{col. 5, lines 
48-50}, Internet Scanning Terminal used for decoding URL 
barcode] . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 



Application/Control Number: 10/033,042 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3639 

ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate a two-dimensional bar-code for encompassing 
biometric data, with motivation to improve mail handling through 
bar code technology. 

As Per Claim 10: 

Priddy discloses the apparatus further comprising: a presenter 
for presenting the package for visual inspection by the user 
prior to providing the package to the user, [{page 8, lines 10- 
15}, self verifying article]. 

As Per Claim 14 : 

Priddy discloses the apparatus wherein the user's previously 
provided biometric information and the user's current biometric 
information include data related to at least one of the user's 
fingerprint, the user's handprint, the user's voiceprint, the 
user's facial features, and the users signature , [{page 4, 
lines 1-21}, subset of the biometric data set, graphic image of 
a personal characteristics considered unique to a particular 
individual for a finger print, photo, signature] 



Application/Control Number: 10/033,042 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3639 

As Per Claim 20: 

Priddy discloes a method of establishing a service for package 
delivery, comprising: receiving biometric information and select 
recipient information from a user , [{page 3, lines 9-11} a 
sample of biometric information then obtained by the person] ; 
encoding the biometric information and the recipient information 
but does not explicitly disclose: a two-dimensional bar code, 
the two dimensional bar code capable of being electronically 
transmitted to a recipient and decoded to recover at least the 
user's previously provided biometric information , [{page 2, 
lines 30-36}, a sample of biometric information to be used is 
obtained from encodation and {page 3, line 1-6}, information is 
encoded to form a code stored in the memory] . 
However Knowles discloses a the two dimensional bar code, 
[{Figure 8}] capable of being electronically transmitted to a 
recipient and decoded to recover at least the user's previously 
provided biometric information , {Figure 8}. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate a two-dimensional 
bar-code for encompassing biometric data, with motivation to 
improve mail handling through bar code technology. 
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As Per Claim 21: 

Priddy discloses the method further comprising: 

receiving a request from a package provider to obtain the 
recipient information wherein the request is in response to the 
user ordering a package ; 

providing the package provider with the previously; stored 
notifying the user electronically that the package has arrived 
at a location that corresponds with the previously stored 
recipient information , [{page 3, lines 1-5}, when a persons 
identity needs to be verified, the person (user) presents the 
device] . 

As Per Claim 23: 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the biometric information 
includes data related to at least one of the user's facial 
features, the user's voiceprint, the user's fingerprint, the 
user's signature, and, the user's handprint , [{page 4, lines 1- 
21}, subset of the biometric data set, graphic image of a 
personal characteristics considered unique to a particular 
individual for a finger print, photo, signature] . 
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As Per Claim 28, 34 and 35: 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the biometric 
information includes data related to at least one of the user's 
facial features but does not explicitly disclose wherein the two 
dimensional bar code associated with the package is 
electronically transmitted to the receiver and scanning the two 
dimensional bar code further comprises: 

Scanning a printed copy of the electronically transmitted 
two dimensional bar code, 

However Knowles discloses wherein the two dimensional bar 
code associated with the package is electronically transmitted 
to the receiver and scanning the two dimensional bar code 
further comprises: 

Scanning a printed copy of the electronically transmitted 
two dimensional bar code, [ { col . 5, lines 48-50} Internet Scanning 
Terminal] and {col. 4, lines 33-43}, electronically transmitted]. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate a two-dimensional bar-code for encompassing 
biometric data, with motivation to improve mail handling through 
bar code technology. 
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As Per Claim 29: 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the biometric 
information includes data related to at least one of the user's 
facial features but does not explicitly disclose wherein the two 
dimensional bar code is applied to the package. 

However Knowles discloses wherein the two dimensional bar 
code is applied to the package, [{col. 3, lines 13-16}, URL 
encoded symbols printed on the pages] . Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate a two-dimensional bar-code 
for encompassing biometric data, with motivation to improve mail 
handling through bar code technology. 

As Per Claim 30 : 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the biometric 
information includes data related to at least one of the user's 
facial features but does not explicitly disclose: Scanning a 
second two dimensional bar code that has been associated with 
the package, wherein the second two dimensional bar code is a 
digital stamp applied to the package and encoded with sender 
information. 
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However Knowles discloses Scanning a second two dimensional 
bar code that has been associated with the package, wherein the 
second two dimensional bar code is a digital stamp applied to 
the package and encoded with sender information, [{col. 4, lines 
60-67}, scanning printed URL encoded bar-code symbol]. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate a two-dimensional bar-code for encompassing 
biometric data, with motivation to improve mail handling through 
bar code technology. 

As Per Claim 31 : 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the sender information 
includes at least one of a credit card account number, sender 
biometric data, destination address, sender address, sender 
name, digital signature, and meter information, [{page 4, lines 
1-10}, articles include, commercial instruments, transaction 
cards, personal identification] . 

As Per Claim 32 and 33: 

Priddy discloses the method wherein the biometric information 
includes data related to at least one of the user's facial 
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features but does not explicitly disclose wherein the two 
dimensional bar code is scanned using a portable scanner. 

However Knowles discloses wherein the two dimensional bar 
code is scanned using a portable scanner, {page 8, lines 61-67}, 
hand-held wireless laser scanning bar code symbol reading 
system] . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate a two-dimensional bar-code for encompassing 
biometric data, with motivation to improve mail handling through 
bar code technology. 

As Per Claim 36: 

Priddy discloses the method of further comprising: 

Transmitting an electronic copy of the two dimensional bar 
code to the user, [{figure 2B, element 203 and 204}. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
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art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11, 22, and 37 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Dennis Priddy (WO 96/03286) in view 

of Bianco (6,256, 737) . 

As Per Claim 11: 

Priddy discloses a method that is associated with the 
package provided the biometric information but does not 
explicitly teach or suggest the apparatus wherein the notifier 
operates via at least one of a cell phone, a PDA, and a two way 
pager . 

However, Bianco discloses in column 11, lines 25-35 that 
a„ telephone network, which is connected via modem allows the 
operator be notified. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Priddy' s method of having a barcode that is encoded with 
biometric information in conjunction with a system that notifies 
the operator. Priddy' s motivation entails that having a 
communication means would improve the efficiency of the 
invention because it will allow the operator to receive 
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notification by way of a telecommunication means, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 22 : 

Priddy discloses a method that is associated with the 
package provided the biometric information but does not 
explicitly teach or suggest wherein the step of the user 
ordering a package is accomplished via the Internet . 

However, Bianco discloses in column 11, lines 20-23, that 
the Internet is used for transporting data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Priddy' s method of having a barcode that is encoded with 
biometric information in conjunction with a system that received 
data through the Internet. Priddy' s -motivation entails that 
being able to transfer data through the Internet would improve 
the efficiency of the invention because it will allow the user 
to receive data by way of the Internet, which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 37 : 

Priddy discloses a method that is associated with the 
package provided the biometric information but does not 
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explicitly teach or suggest wherein the step of the user 
ordering a package is accomplished via the Internet. 

However, Bianco discloses in column 11, lines 20-23, that 
the Internet is used for transporting data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Priddy's method of having a barcode that is encoded with 
biometric information in conjunction with a system that received 
data through the Internet. Priddy's motivation entails that 
being able to transfer data through the Internet would improve 
the efficiency of the invention because it will allow the user 
to receive data by way of the Internet, which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin. 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass 
can be reached at (571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday 
through Friday. The fax number for the establishment where the 
application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to' reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any 
reason, the examiner's immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be 
reached at (571) 272-6708. 



Application/Control Number: 10/033,042 Page 19 

Art Unit: 3639 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// 
pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free) . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/0 Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




